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The Organizing Authority is the Dubai Offshore Sailing Club. 
 

1. Rules 

1.1 The event will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing, (RRS) & IRC 
2024 Rules Parts A, B and C shall apply. 

1.2 Add to RRS 32.1: ‘(f) for any reason considered appropriate by the Race Committee.’ 
 

2. Communications with Competitors 

2.1 Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board which is the event page on the 

DOSC website calendar. 

2.2 There will be a briefing for competitors at 11:00am on both race days. 

2.3 The following communications may be made by the Race Committee on VHF Channel 08. 

• The race area and race schedule each day, any schedule changes 

• Any change of starting order for multiple Class starts 

• The approximate location of the Race Committee Boat 

• The use of alternate preparatory signals 

• The courses to be sailed and any changes or shortening 

• The approximate bearings and distances to moveable/first marks 

• The warning, preparatory and starting signals for all classes 

• Between the warning and preparatory signal, any starting penalty flag to be 

displayed 

• Sailing Instruction changes (confirmation of changes posted) 

• Postponements and abandonments 

• Individual and general recalls 

• The intended time of the first start of a starting sequence 

• The times of the first, second and last finishers 

 
3. Changes to Sailing Instructions 

3.1 Any change to the Sailing Instructions will be posted no later than 90 minutes before the first 

scheduled race on the day it will take effect, except that any change to the time of the first warning 
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signal each day will be posted by 2000hrs on the day before it will take effect. 
 

 
4. Signals made Ashore 

4.1 Signals made ashore will be displayed from the club flagstaff. 

4.2 When AP is displayed ashore, ‘1 minute’ is replaced with ‘not less than 60 minutes.’ This 

changes RRS Race Signals. 

 
5. Schedule of Races 

5.1 Races are scheduled each racing day as follows: 
 

Day    Class/Fleet Race Format Times 

Saturday 

14 Dec 2024 

NHC White 
Sail & IRC 
Cruisers 

Round the World 
Course 

(Addendum C) 
First Warning Signal 13:00 

Multihulls  

Up to 3 Inshore 
Races  

(Addendum A) 
First Warning Signal 13:10 

IRC 1,2,3 

SB20 

Sunday 

15 Dec 2024 

Multihulls  

1 Coastal Race First Warning Signal 13:00 
IRC 1,2,3 

NHC White 
Sail & IRC 
Cruisers 

SB20 
 Up to 3 Inshore 

Races 
(Addendum A) 

First Warning Signal 13:30 
Weta & Fast 

Handicap 
Classes 

5.2 For the first starting sequence each day, classes will normally start in the order described at the 

briefing or as posted on the official notice board. For subsequent starting sequences the class- order 

will be as signaled by the Race Committee. 

5.3 The Classes may be combined for any start, but no Class will start earlier than as published. 

5.4 When more than one race is scheduled in a day, second and subsequent races will be started as 

soon as practical. 

5.5 One extra race per day may be sailed provided that the change is made according with Sailing 

Instruction 3. 

5.6 After a long postponement, or to alert boats that a race or sequence of races will begin soon,  an 

orange flag will be displayed with one sound, at least four minutes before a warning signal is 

displayed. 

5.7 No warning signal will be made after 1700hrs. 

6. Classes, Class and Event Flags. Rating or Handicap Limits 
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6.1 The Event Flag shall be Flag Golf. 

6.2 The Class flags, ratings and handicap limits will be: 
 

Class Handicap / Rating Limits Class Flag 

IRC 1 IRC TCC 1.031 & above Oscar 

IRC 2 IRC TCC 1.030 to 0.945 Tango 

IRC 3 IRC TCC 0.944 & below Delta 

IRC Cruiser IRC class open to approved entries  Pennant 9 

Multihulls DOSC Multi Adjusted Handicap (DAH) Foxtrot 

SB20 - SB20 Class Flag 

NHC White Sails Class NHC Juliet 

 

6.3 The Classes, handicap or rating limits may change the Notice of Race and may also be 

displayed on the official notice board as a change to this Sailing Instruction. 

6.4 The Race Committee may adjust the definition, the numbers, and/or the handicap limits of 

Classes. Such decisions will be posted as notice to competitors. 

6.5 Each boat is requested to display the appropriate Class flag on its backstay or in some other 

conspicuous place. 

6.6 The Race Committee may at its sole discretion move boats between Classes. 
 

7. Racing Areas 

7.1 The location of the racing area will be given at the briefing each day and repeated on VHF. 
 

8. Courses 

8.1 The Inshore course is attached as Addendum A. 

8.2 The Round the World Course is attached as Addendum C. 

8.3 The Coastal courses will be posted on the official notice board no later than the briefing time on 
Sunday 15 December and described at the briefing. 

 

9. Marks 

9.1 The marks are as described in the course information provided as per SI 8 above. 

9.2 When one gate mark is missing, the remaining mark shall be left to port.  

 

10. Areas that are Obstructions 

10.1 Areas designated as obstructions will be included in the course information and described at the   

briefing or issued as a notice to competitors. 

 

11. The Start 

11.1 Races will be started by using RRS 26 with the warning signal made 5 minutes before the  

starting signal and the preparatory signal one minute later. 

11.2 In exceptional circumstances Visual Signals for the warning, preparatory and starting signals may 

not be displayed. This changes RRS 26. Times shall be taken from the sound signals which may 
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be available on VHF. 

11.3 The starting line and its location will be provided with the course information and advised at the 

briefing. 

11.4 A boat starting later than 4 minutes after her starting signal may be scored Did Not Start 

without a hearing. This changes RRS A4 and A5. 

11.5 Boats whose warning signal has not been made shall avoid the starting area during the 

starting sequence for other boats. Boats breaking this Sailing Instruction may be penalized by 

the Race Committee with a 20% scoring penalty without a hearing. This changes  RRS A5. 

11.6 The start line may be between two race committee vessels OR a Race Committee vessel and   

an inflatable race mark OR a Race Committee vessel and a buoy with an orange flag.  

11.7 RRS 29.2 General Recall is changed to “When at the starting signal the Race Committee is 

unable to identify boats that are on the course side of the starting line or to which rule 30 applies, 

or there has been an error in the starting procedure, the Race Committee may signal a general 

recall (display the First Substitute with two sounds). First Substitute will be removed one 

minute later, at the Preparatory Signal of the next class to start. The warning signal for a 

new start for the recalled class will be after the last starting signal of the scheduled 

sequence. 

11.8 Boats OCS, UFD and BFD may be announced on VHF no less than 30 seconds after the 

start and will be displayed on the stern of the Committee Signal Boat by the end of the 

race. 

 

12. Change of Course 

12.1 The Race Committee may adjust any movable mark by up to 10 degrees or 300m 

without signal. For  adjustments of more than 10 degrees or 300m changing the course 

will be as per RRS 33. 

 

13. The Finish and Shortening the Course 

13.1 The finishing line will be as described in the provided course information. 

13.2 In addition to RRS 32, when the Race Committee believes that boats are unlikely to finish within 
the time limit or boats do not finish within the time limit, the Race Committee may score boats in 
the order, corrected on handicap if appropriate, that they passed through the last gate or mark at 
which the Race Committee is able to establish a finishing order. Such a line becomes the finishing 
line for those boats. However, no boat shall be scored better than any boat that completed the 
course before S over N has been displayed. The race committee may signal this by the display of 
S over N. This changes RRS 35, RRS A4 and RRS A5. 
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14. Penalty System 

14.1 RRS 44.1 is changed so that the two-turn penalty is replaced by the one turn penalty (one tack 
and one gybe). 
 

 
15. Time Limits and Target Times 

15.1 The time limits and target times are as follows: 
 

 
Race Format 

Time limit (2) 
Latest time to  finish  

 

Inshore 75 minutes 

Coastal 250 minutes 

 
15.2 Boats that do not finish within time limit (2) will be scored DNF without a hearing. 

15.3 This Sailing Instruction 15 changes RRS 35, RRS A4 and RRS A5. 

 

 
16. Protests and Requests for Redress 

16.1 Protest forms are available at the Race Office. Protests and requests for redress or 

reopening shall be delivered there within the appropriate time limit. 

16.2 For each Class, the protest time limit is 60 minutes after the last boat has finished the last 

race of the day. The protest time limit will be posted on the official notice board as soon as 

possible after racing each day. However, for protests alleging a breach of the IRPCAS based on 

a report from a  source external to the Club, the protest time limit is 7 days after the alleged 

breach. 

16.3 Notices will be posted 30 minutes after the final protest time limit of the day to  inform 

competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses. Hearings will be held 

in the protest room, located at Dubai Offshore Sailing Club beginning at the time posted. 

16.4 Notices of protests by the Race Committee or Protest Committee will be posted to inform 

boats under RRS 61.1(b) before the protest time limit. 

16.5 Breaches of Sailing Instructions: 20 & 21 will not be grounds for a protest by a boat. This 

changes RRS 60.1(a). 

16.6 Penalties for breaches of rules, except RRS Part 1 and 2 are at the discretion of the Protest 

Committee. 

16.7 A boat that has taken a penalty under RRS 44.1 shall declare so on the sign off sheet. 

16.8 Competitors are requested to advise the finishing boat if intending to lodge a protest or 

request redress. 

 
 

17. Scoring 

17.1 The number of races required to complete the championship series is 1. 

17.2 Coastal races shall be scored as 2 individual races in the championship series. 

17.3 When five or more races have been completed, a boat’s series score shall be the total of her 

race scores excluding her worst score. 

17.4 A boat that is racing when her time limit expires or a boat that retires before her time limit 
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expires and informs the Race Committee promptly and provided her retirement is not caused by her 

breach of a rule, shall be scored points for the finishing place one more than the last boat to finish. 

This changes RRS 35, A4 & A5. 

17.5 Boats shall only be entered in the series results after they have started a race. 

17.6 All competitors must sign-on on the provided sign-on sheets at the clubhouse prior to the briefing 

time and sign off within the protest time limit on the provided sheets in the clubhouse or by email to 

sailingadmin@doscuae.com . Boats failing to sign on/off within appropriate the time limit will be 

scored with an additional DPI of 1 points added to either the first race of the day or last race of the day 

respectively.  

 

18. Safety Regulations 

18.1 A boat that retires from a race shall notify the Race Committee as soon as possible. Boats  may 

call 043941669 to report their retirement. 

18.2 Competitors and support persons shall comply promptly with any reasonable request by a    

 Race Official. 

 

19. Replacement of Crew or Equipment 

19.1 No authorisation is required for the substitution of crew. 

19.2 Substitution of damaged or lost equipment will not be allowed unless authorised by the Race 

Committee. Requests for substitution shall be made to the Race Committee at the first reasonable 

opportunity. 

 

20. Advertising 

20.1 Boats shall display advertising supplied by the Organizing Authority if requested. 

21. Official Boats 

21.1 Official boats will be indicated at the Briefing. 

22. Support Boats 

22.1 Support boats shall stay outside areas where boats are racing. 

22.2 Support personnel shall stay outside areas where boats are racing from the time of the 

preparatory signal for the first Class to start until all boats have finished or retired or the Race 

Committee signals a postponement, general recall, or abandonment. 

23. Prizes  

23.1 IRC Championship prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd of each class on Sunday 15th 

December at a prize giving following racing. These may be based on provisional results if protest 

hearings remain outstanding. 

23.2 In addition to class prizes, a prize for the overall IRC Middle East Champion 2024 may be 

awarded to the winner of the IRC 1, 2 or 3 classes. This will be awarded to the yacht with the lowest 

resultant score when the following formula is applied:  

A yacht’s series score (Number of races counted in series score)⁄

𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑒𝑠 𝑖𝑛 𝑐𝑙𝑎𝑠𝑠 + (𝑇𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑒𝑠 𝑖𝑛 𝑐𝑙𝑎𝑠𝑠𝑒𝑠 𝐼𝑅𝐶 1,2&3 2)⁄
 

This formula may be changed at any time before the start of the first race via a notice to competitors 

once the number of boats in each division is known. 
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ADDENDUM A 
 

Inshore Races 
Race Area, Marks & Courses 

 

A1. THE RACE AREA 

A1.1. The race area will be Course Area 1. 

A2. THE RACE COURSE 

A2.1. The racecourse is depicted on the diagram below. 

 

A2.2. The distance of legs, the colour of marks and the angle between marks may not be as shown.  

A2.3. The Course to be sailed by each class is below: 

Class Course to be Sailed 

IRC 1 Start, Mark 1, Gate, Mark 1, Gate, Finish 

IRC 2 Start, Mark 2, Gate, Mark 2, Gate, Finish 

IRC 3 Start, Mark 3, Gate, Mark 3, Gate, Finish 

Multihulls Start, Mark 1, Gate, Mark 1, Gate, Finish 

SB20 Start, Mark 2, Gate, Mark 2, Gate, Finish 

Dinghy Fast Handicap Start, Mark 1, Gate, Mark 1, Gate, Finish 

Weta  Start, Mark 3, Gate, Mark 3, Gate, Finish 

 

A2.4. All marks other than gates shall be rounded to port. 
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A3. STARTING MARKS AND STARTING LINE 

A3.1. The starting line will be between the orange flag on the Committee Boat on the starboard (right) end of the line and the course side of an 

orange starting mark. 

A3.2. Required amendments shall be announced on VHF after the Orange Flag is displayed but before the Warning Signal. 

A4. MARKS OF THE COURSE 

A4.1. The following marks will be used: 

Name Description of Mark: Mark Colour 

Mark 1  Autonomous mark  Orange 

Mark 2 Autonomous mark Green 

Mark 3 Autonomous mark Orange  

Gate Autonomous marks Orange 

A4.2. If only one of the Gate marks is laid, boats shall leave it to the same side as Mark 1. 

A4.3. Any changes to mark shapes or colours shall be transmitted by VHF as soon as possible after the display of the orange flag, but no later 

than the warning signal. 

A5. FINISHING MARKS AND FINISHING LINE 

A5.1. The Finishing Line will be between the Committee Boat displaying a blue flag on the starboard end and an orange cylindrical finish mark 

on the port end of the line. 

A5.2. Required amendments shall be announced on VHF after the Orange Flag is displayed but before the Warning Signal. 

A6. CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE 

A6.1. The position of any mark(s) may be adjusted by up to plus or minus 10 degrees and up to approximately 300 metres to windward or 

leeward relative to their previous location without signalling a change of course. If mark 1 is moved under this rule marks 1S (if set) and 

1A will be moved as well. This changes RRS 33.  

A7. OBSTRUCTIONS 

The Start Line and Finish Lines are not obstructions. 
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ADDENDUM B 
 

SB20 Course 
Race Area, Marks & Courses 

 

B1. THE RACE AREA 

A1.1. The race areas will be Course Area 1 

B2. THE RACE COURSE 

A2.1. The racecourse is depicted on the below diagram. 

 

A2.2. The distance of legs, the colour of marks and the angle between marks may not be as shown.  

A2.3. All marks other than gates shall be rounded to port. 

B3. STARTING MARKS AND STARTING LINE 

A3.1. The starting line will be between the orange flag on the committee boat on the starboard (right) end of the line and either the course side 

of an orange starting mark or the orange flag on a RC boat, on the port (left) end of the line. 

A3.2. The configuration, colours and shapes of the starting line shall be as published. Required amendments shall be announced on VHF after 

the Orange Flag is displayed but before the Warning Signal. 

  

 
CB Committee Boat – Start / Finish 
SP Start port side – vessel / mark 
FP Finish port side - mark 

 

CB FP SP 
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B4. MARKS OF THE COURSE 

A4.1. The following marks will be used: 

Name Description of Mark: Mark Colour 

Mark 1  Autonomous mark  Orange 

Mark 1A Autonomous mark Orange 

Mark 1S Autonomous mark Green 

Gate 2 Autonomous marks Orange 

A4.2. If only one of the Gate marks is laid, boats shall leave it to the same side as Mark 1. 

A4.3. If Replacement Marks 1 and 1A are laid, they shall be Orange tetrahedral Inflatable Marks. 

A4.4. Any changes to mark shapes or colours shall be transmitted by VHF as soon as possible after the display of the orange flag, but no later 

than the warning signal. 

B5. FINISHING MARKS AND FINISHING LINE 

A5.1. The Finishing Line will be between the committee boat displaying a blue flag on the starboard end and an orange finish mark on the port 

end of the line. 

A5.2. The configuration, colours and shapes of the finishing line shall be as published. Required amendments shall be announced on VHF 

after the Orange Flag is displayed but before the Warning Signal. 

B6. CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE 

A6.1. To change the next leg of the course, the Race Committee may (a) lay a new mark, (b) move a mark or the finishing line, or (c) move the 

leeward gate. 

A6.2. The position of any mark(s) may be adjusted by up to plus or minus 10 degrees and up to approximately 300 metres to windward or 

leeward relative to their previous location without signalling a change of course. If mark 1 is moved under this rule marks 1S (if set) and 

1A will be moved as well. This changes RRS 33.  

A6.3. If a change of course is signalled at the gate, new Marks 1 and 1A will be laid. The original marks will not be removed. 

A6.4. Except at a gate, boats shall pass between the Race Committee vessel signalling the change of the next leg and the nearby mark, leaving 

the mark to port and the Race Committee vessel to starboard. This changes RRS 28.  

B7. OBSTRUCTIONS 

The Start Line and Finish Line are not obstructions. 
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ADDENDUM C 
 

Round the World Course 
Race Area, Marks & Courses 

 

C1. THE RACE AREA 

C2.  THE COURSE 

C2.1. Port Rounding Course 

Start,  

All World Islands & Boundary walls to Port, 

Finish at M1 

 

C2.2. Starboard Rounding Course 

Start, 

All World Islands & boundary walls to Starboard, 

Finish at M1 

 

C3. THE STARTING LINE AND START MARKS 

C3.1. The Startling Line and start marks details in Addendum A3 will be used. 

C4. THE FINISHING LINE AND FINISHING MARKS 

C4.1. The finishing line is a transit line 0.1nm (180m) long from Mark M1 at a bearing of 320°M. A 

Committee Boat may be anchored at the end of the transit. Boats shall cross the line from the 

direction of the last mark. 

C4.2. When no finish boat is present, competitors must take their own finish time using GPS time and send 

it to sailingadmin@doscuae.com within 30 minutes of finishing in the HH:MM:SS format 

C5. OBSTRUCTIONS 

C5.1. The whole of the area inside the World breakwater is an obstruction and restricted area. Boats shall 

not enter this area. 
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ADDENDUM D 
 

CLUB FINISH LINE 
 
 

If this finish line is specified It is likely there will be no finish boat so you will need to self-declare.  

If there is finish boat flying a blue flag anchored at STF, this boat will take your finish time when you cross the line 

between the boat and the yellow special mark on the end of the breakwater.  

When no finish boat is present, competitors must take their own finish time using GPS time and send it to 

sailingadmin@doscuae.com within 30 minutes of finishing in the HH:MM:SS format.  

The club line is a transit of the mobile phone mast (with red aviation light) and yellow special marker on the end of the 

breakwater (with yellow navigation light).  

The club line extends 500m/0.27NM from the end of the breakwater and boats should start/finish within this distance. 

Laid inflatable STF marks the limit of the 500m/0.27NM and when laid, boats should start/finish within this mark, but the 

start line and finish line will be the transit, and finish times should be taken when the transit is crossed, irrespective of 

when the mark is passed.   

 

‘Club Line, N-S’ denotes crossing the line from North to South. 

‘Club Line, S-N’ denotes crossing the line from South to North.  

Name Latitude Longitude 

STF Laid Inflatable (When Laid) or Finish Boat (When Present)  25° 10.682'N  55° 12.403'E 

Mobile Phone Mast (Red Aviation Strobe)  25° 10.502'N  55° 13.059'E 

Yellow Special Mark on End of Breakwater  (Yellow Nav Strobe)   25° 10.605'N  55° 12.687'E 

 

STF 

Mobile Phone 
Mast 

Yellow Special 
Mark 
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